
 

Prompts for Personal Narratives 
 

 
 
 
         When did the event take place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Where did the event take place? 
 
 
 
 
 

Who was there? 
 
 
 
 
 
    What happened first, next, last? 
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Prompts for Description 
 

 
 
 
 
An airplane is a vehicle that flies people from one place to another. 
A cat is an animal that meows. 
A barn is a building that provides shelter for farm animals. 

 
A ________ is a ____________ that _____________. 
(object, animal, or place)     (superordinate)   (function) 
 

 
What color can a ____________________ be? 

 
 
 

What shape or size is a _________________? 
 
 
 

What are some parts of the ______________? 
 
 
 

What things go with a __________________? 
 
 
 

What do you do with a __________________? 
 

 

©2009 Kansas Reading Academy 



 

 Prompts for Explaining How Things Are Made 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What am I explaining (i.e., what did I      
       make)? 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
What will I need (important materials)? 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I do? 
(steps to the project) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Why did I make this? 
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Prompts for Explaining How Things Work 
 
 
 
 

What am I explaining (i.e., A ______ 
works like this . . .)? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

or  What are the important parts?  
  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   What will I do? 
   (steps to the project) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Why would it be important to know this? 
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Prompts for Explaining How to Solve a Problem 
 

 
 
 

What is the problem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What are some ways to solve the 
problem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will you do first, next, last 
to solve the problem? 
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Prompts for Narrative Retelling 
 
Setting 
 

When did the story take place? 
 
 
 
Where did the story take place? 
 
 

Initiating Event 
   What happened to make the story begin? 
 
Characters 

 
 
Who was in the story? 

 
 

Character Goal 
 

What was the character’s goal? 
 

Attempts to Reach the Goal 
 

What attempts did the character make to reach his/her 
goal? 

 
 
 
Outcome 
 
 What was the outcome? 
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